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This is our third newsletter and 
hopefully it is now reaching more 
of you than before, as we have been 
trying to confirm and verify the 
personal contact details we hold

It has been a tumultuous 2 years, 
with the Covid pandemic highs 
and lows with PPE and the roll-
out of the vaccination program, 
coupled with ‘lock downs’ and 
the subsequent fallout from ‘par-
tygate’, and the economic price of 
paying billions in furlough pay-
ments, and then to cap it off we

 have the unthinkable action of 
Russia invading Ukraine with its 
own humanitarian and economic 
consequences. Energy prices, fuel 
prices and even ultimately food 
prices have been or are likely to be 
severely impacted, and all of this 
reflects rightly or wrongly, on the 
governing party which in our case 
is a Conservative Government.

We are going to see concerted 
attacks on the Government and 
individuals in the Government 
which will also impact on the lo-
cal party. We have already seen 
a drop in membership, having 
lost about 70 members over the 
last 18 months, and last month 
we printed an extract of feed-
back from a former member 
on why they felt they could no 
longer be a member of our party.

All of this means that more than 
ever we need to double down and 
ensure that we are in a good posi

tion to be able to fight future elec-
tions against a possible hostile 
electoral background. We have 
been here before, some members 
may remember what it felt like 
after the Major Government was 
defeated by Tony Blair’s landslide 
victory and the following years 
of being in the political wilder-
ness. We survived that and we 
will come through this, hopefully 
without facing a landslide defeat.

Our AGM is being held on 9th 
June at the Boston County Club 
at 7.30pm and I would urge as 
many members to attend as 
possible. This is your chance 
to elect the officers that you 
would like to represent the 
party for the next 12 months.



THE CONSERVATIVE 
POLICY FORUM (CPF) 

By John Maltby

The next CPF meeting discussion 
“Accountable and empowered lo-
cal leadership has been the gold-
en thread in British history and 
critical to the success of our peo-
ples. I feel that when the balance 
of power tips too far away from 
local communities and towards 
central government, that people 
feel a sense of disempowerment.

“Talent is spread equally across 
our country; but opportunity is 
not. Disparities persist, between 
places and within them. … Over-
coming those difficulties is a 
shared challenge. It is a challenge 
for governments in Holyrood and 
in Whitehall [and Stormont and 
Cardiff], it is a challenge for local 
government and it’s a challenge 
that should bind people togeth-
er across parties.” (Rt Hon Mi-
chael Gove MP, 24 February 2022)

This consultation is about 
what can be done to strength-
en social bonds across the UK.

The armed forces recruit from 
across the whole country and 
demonstrate how strong region-
al identities (e.g. in local regi-
ments) can co-exist alongside a 
strong sense of national pride. 
The question is how to repli-
cate this balance of strengths 
across other areas of our lives 

and culture, including region-
al spending, local government 
strategy and the civil service.

Reportedly, Brits are more likely 
to have visited Paris than Edin-
burgh and more likely to have 
been to Amsterdam than Not-
tingham. Half (49%) have never 
visited a Scottish castle and one-
in-seven (14%) have never visited 
London, including one-in-three 
(34%) UK schoolchildren. Five-
in-six (83%) agree that their local 
area is a place where people from 
different backgrounds get on well 
together. One-in-six (17%) adults 
(aged 16+) in England, however, 
feel that they do not belong very 
strongly or at all to Britain and 
one-in-three (35%) feel they do 
not belong to their neighbour-
hood. In addition, two-in-five 
(39%) adults report that all of 
their friends are the same ethnic 
group as them and two-in-seven 
(28%) said they are all from the 
same religious group. One-in-five 
(20%) said they have the same 
level of education as all their 
friends and almost one-in-five 
(18%) state that all of their friends 
are the same age group as them.

Various schemes exist to expand 
the horizons and opportunities 
available to individuals, e.g.:

    • The National Citizen Service 
(NCS) exists to engage, unite and 
empower young people, enabling 
16- and 17-year-olds to spend a few 
weeks in the summer or autumn 
mixing with a new crowd, tak-
ing on fresh challenges together.

    • The Turing Scheme provides 
funding for international op-
portunities in education and 
training across the world. It en-
ables UK organisations from the 
higher education, further ed-
ucation, vocational education 

& training and schools sectors 
to offer their students, learners 
and pupils life-changing experi-
ences to study or work abroad.

Questions for discussion
    1. What do you consider to be 
the values and symbols of the UK?
    2. What do you consider to 
be the advantages of the UK 
to its component nations?
    3. How might we encourage 
schemes that facilitate younger 
people mixing more across the UK?
    4. How might we build on the 
NCS and educational schemes 
such as the Turing Scheme, in-
cluding at primary school level?
    5. How might transport, busi-
ness, the arts and media be used 
to strengthen ties across the UK?
    6. How might our common de-
fence and global influence be used 
to strengthen ties across the UK?
    7. Is there any other observa-
tion you would like to make?

The next C.P.F. meeting will be 
held on 25th May via Zoom.For 
more details contact John Maltby
    on Jonboy @Lincolnshire



Do you think you get asked enough
 what you think about events hap-
pening nationally and Locally?
Well look out!
We have recently completed an 
exercise checking that we have 
everyone’s correct details on re-
cord, and you may have been con-
tacted to either check them, or pro-
vide them if we do not have them.
This is because communications, 
in an effort to reduce costs, will 
be by email, so if you haven’t pro-
vided us an email address you will 
not likely receive communications 
from the Branch, except for those 
which we are constitutionally bound 
to provide by mail, in the future.
This will include future newslet-
ters, and notifications of events and 
surveys, so if you haven’t already 
done so, and you have received a 
request, could you please provide 
your correct and up to date details.

As mentioned future communica-
tions will include the start of opinion 
surveys on what we hope will be top-
ical issues and news, both local and 
national. The first one we are hoping 
to send out in the next few weeks. 
A summary results of these surveys 
will be published each month in the 
following newsletter and will pro-
vide an indication of the mood and 
feelings of the local membership
We hope to be able to cover both 
Local and National topics, but im-
portantly, if anyone has any is-
sues that they feel should be 
given some publicity or views 
sought on then please let us know.
 
Our editorial team are always eager 
to hear from members and to in-
clude their opinions so please take 
the opportunity and complete the 
surveys and tell us what you think

Boston Borough Council 
Elections May 2023

Are you concerned about
Boston’s future?

              Do You Care?
Can you help to improve our town 
and villages?
In May 2023 all existing Councillors 
are up for election, and some will be 
retiring.
This could be your chance to help 
plan the future of our local area 
as a Conservative Councillor with 
your fresh ideas and enthusiasm.
Conservative Councillors come from 
all walks of life and represent the 
best interest of the people of the 
area, making decisions on impor-
tant issues, helping people access 
local services, resolving individuals 
issues, improving local facilities, and 
representing local ward residents.
Boston Borough has 30 council-
lors who are community leaders 
providing the services needed by 
residents including waste collec-
tion, housing, licensing, planning, 
leisure facilities, town centre en-
vironmental health, entertain-
ment, car parking, public conveni-
ences, markets, and environment.
  Would you like to help Boston Con-
servatives deliver the best results
Phone or email Boston Branch 
Conservatives Chairman, Neil Mc-
Cafferty for a chat and more details.

Tel:   07785-368808     
Email: neil@digimedia.tv

Election update
By Matt Worman

In the absence of local elections in 
Lincolnshire, it’s tempting to look at

 
the results across the country and
see whatever one wants to see. That 
means that Labour have claimed 
victory in London is a harbinger for 
government, the Lib Dems have 
claimed victory in the south-west 
makes them more than a protest 
party, and the greens have claimed 
victory anywhere makes their eco-
nomic policies rational. The news-
papers have claimed whatever they 
were saying was going to be true in 
the first place was definitely right. 
However, a few truths do seem to me 
to be obvious: in large parts of the 
midlands and the north of England 
the Prime Minister has continued 
to be a huge asset, making gains in 
places like Hartlepool where we won 
elections while still in government 
- that itself was unusual and that 
progress is even more unusual. In 
the South East ,while some London 
councils were obviously deeply dis-
appointing it’s also true that in outer 
London and for instance in Croydon 
the Conservatives scored success-
es but no one had really predicted.

What this really means in total is 
that there is genuinely something 
for everyone in these results - but 
also that there are not necessarily 
any pieces of conclusive evidence 
for any one starting point hostile 
to the Government. Mid-term that 
in many ways is truly spectacular.

So it seems to me that if there’s one 
thing the Conservative party should 
do with these results, it is to realise 
that there is no benefit to anyone 
except the Labour Party in us being 
disunited. As we in Boston and Skeg-
ness look forward to local elections 
next year, getting on with the job of 
government is the most important 
thing the Westminster parliamentary 
party can collectively do for all of us. 
I look forward to seeing you on the 
campaign trail in the coming months. 



BOSTON CONSERVATIVES 
BRANCH  LOTTERY

When we launched the Boston 
Conservatives Branch Lottery 
on 10th April, we knew that we 
couldn’t compete with other na-
tional lottery schemes, and that 
was never out intention. It was 
set up solely as a means of rais-
ing funds to support the local par-
ty, and providing members with 
a chance of getting a return on 
their subscription instead of ask-
ing for a donation or being asked 
to put their hands in their pock-
ets to support fundraising events. 

To that end we thought that a tar-
get of 50 subscribers, which rep-
resented about 24% of the Boston 
Branch membership, could be 
achievable and even if we only had 
20 members subscribing it would 
have been a worthwhile figure.

Disappointingly, we obviously 
over estimated the support we 
could expect from members of 
the Boston Conservatives Branch 
as only 13 members felt com-
mitted enough to support it.

The timing of the launch we admit,  
could not have been at a worse 
period of time with the financial 
constraints of the cost of living in-
crease, coupled with the National 
Government political unrest, all 
of which may have contributed to 
members holding back from ac-
tively supporting this fundraising 
initiative, but politics don’t wait 
on the good times and we have to 
continue even in the difficult times.

It is very likely that we are going 
to face a General Election within 
the next 2 years, and it is also very 
likely that it will a much harder 
election to win than we think, even 
if Boston appears on paper to be 
pretty secure for the Conservatives.

So we are continuing with the 
Lottery, and would like to ex-
press our sincere thanks to those 
who have already subscribed, 
and are hoping that over time 
other members will join and the 
level of subscription will grow.

If you would like to join the Lot-
tery then head on over to the Bos-
ton and Skegness website where 
you will find details about the 
scheme and the forms, which can 
be downloaded, completed and 
sent back to the Lottery Manager, 
or email us at bostonconserva-
tives@mail.com and we will make 
sure details are sent out to you.


